piders are beneficial

creatures. Because

they feed on large
quantities of insects, they
should be tolerated as much as
possible in the home and gar-
den. Spiders are not insects.
They are classified as “arach-
nids” and have eight legs. In-
sects have six legs.

FEW SPIDERS ARE
DANGEROUS

There are over 3,000 species of spiders
in the U.S. and only a small number of
these are dangerous to people. In the
Bay Area, the only spider to cause con-
cern is the black widow (see the box

on back).

CASES OF MISTAKEN
IDENTITY

People often think they have been bit-
ten by a spider when the culprit is ac-
tually a flea, tick, mite, or even a dis-
ease condition. Very few spiders are
equipped with mouth parts that can
pierce human skin. If the bites you are
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discovering are small, mild, and disap-
pear within a day or two, there is prob-
ably nothing to be concerned about.
Of course, if a bite affects a large area,
is very painful, and/or is followed by diz-
ziness, fever, nausea, or any other severe
symptoms, seek medical advice imme-
diately. Try to capture the offending
spider, drop it into a small jar of rubbing
alcohol, and save it for identification.

WHAT CAN | DO?

Harmless or not, the presence of spi-
ders or their webs in the house is
upsetting to many people. Unfortu-
nately, spider webs are often associated
with poor housekeeping, under the
mistaken assumption that a “clean”
house harbors no insects or spiders at
all. On the contrary, spiders can be an
asset to the conscientious housekeeper
since they capture and consume many
pest insects before the human residents
ever see the pests.

INsiDE Your HOME

°* Vacuum instead of spraying
around the house for spiders. If you
cannot endure spiders or their webs
in your home, the easiest and safest
way to get rid of them is to vacuum
up both spiders and webs. The dust
inside the vacuum bag will quickly
suffocate any spiders you catch.

Make a periodic check of the areas
where you most often find the eight-
legged creatures.

* Get rid of webs. If you're willing to
share your house with a few spiders,
you can periodically vacuum up webs
that are eyesores or embarrassing to
you as a housekeeper. Leaving the
spiders will allow them to continue
to do their pest control work.

° Take spiders outside. Catch spiders
in a container, cover the container
with a piece of paper, and release
them outside.

° Keep spiders out of the house.
Caulk cracks and crevices. Install
screens on windows and doors.

e Reduce their food supply. What are
those spiders eating — fruitflies? Try
storing ripening fruit in paper bags
that are folded over twice and sealed
with a large clip. Are they feasting
on the insects attracted to a porch
light? Try a yellow bulb. Are house-
flies the spider’s treat? Install screens
on windows and doors.

Oursipe YourR HoOME

Don’t spray your garden or around
the outside of your house to kill spi-
ders. Outdoors, spiders are providing
a very useful pest control service. Leave
them to do their job.

Choose less toxic products for your home and garden. Look for this symbol before you buy.






