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PLACES TO BE 
 

• MAY 29 - MOBILE PET ADOPTION DEBUTS IN PINOLE 
 
Contra Costa County Animal Services officially expands its monthly mobile adoption events 
from noon to 3 p.m. on Friday, May 28 when it holds its first monthly appearance outside Pet 
Food Express at 1430 Fitzgerald Drive. 

 
Dogs from the main county shelter in Martinez will be available to see and possibly adopt at 
the event, in order to raise awareness of the Animal Services Department and shelter in 
Pinole serving West County.  Adoption events will be held at the Fitzgerald Drive location on 
the fourth Saturday of the month and if successful, may add felines in the future.  
 
The Animal Services Department location in Pinole is at 910 San Pablo Ave. For details, call 
510-724-1036. 
 

• MAY 31 - MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION CEREMONY 
 
The Boys Scouts will be hosting a Memorial Day celebration on Monday May 31 at 10:00 Am 
in Fernandez Park.  The annual ceremony will include the annual flag burning ceremony. 
Mayor Long Will be a guest speaker. 
 

• MAY 31 – MEMORIAL DAY CITY HALL CLOSED 
 
City Hall will be closed on Monday May 31 in observance of Memorial Day. 
 

• JUNE 5 – BIKE SAFETY RODEO AT ELLERHORST ELEMENTARY 
 

On Saturday, June 5th, the Pinole Youth Foundation, in collaboration with Pinole Police, is 
hosting a Bike Safety Rodeo at Ellerhorst Elementary School from 9am – 11am.  It’s a free 
event for all youth ages 5 – 12.  Pinole Police Officers will be there to teach kids how to safely 



Administrative Report 
May 28, 2010 
Page 2 of 5 
  2 

ride their bikes.  Youth ride through various skills stations that teach them the rules of the 
road and how to be aware of their surroundings.  All participants must bring their bike and a 
helmet is required.  For information call Recreation Director Amy Wooldridge at (510) 724-
9062. 
 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

• TASTE AND ODOR CONCERNS IN OUR WATER 
 
Some EBMUD customers in northern Contra Costa County have experienced recent changes 
to the taste and odor of their water.  The water delivered to homes and businesses meets all 
health-related standards.   
 
The changes are due to the start up of Sobrante Water Treatment Plant, which uses a 
different water source than what customers in this area are typically served in the winter.  The 
water source for Sobrante Water Treatment Plant, San Pablo Reservoir, is currently 
experiencing algae blooms.  EBMUD is aware of the issue and is taking steps to minimize the 
taste and odor changes. Thank you for your patience as we work to resolve this issue. 
http://www.ebmud.com/node/868 
 

• ANNUAL CLASSIC “CALIFORNIA CRUISIN” CAR SHOW  
 

Registration is open for the 19th annual "Cruisin' in the Sun" classic car show, hosted by the 
Northern California Cruisers Classic Car Club and set for 8 a.m.-5 p.m. June 27 on San 
Pablo Avenue and in Fernandez Park in Old Town. 
 
Preregistration is required and is limited to the first 325 American-made vehicles 1975 and 
older. Entry owners will be eligible for awards and dash plaques.  

 
• The show features a large raffle, automotive, and arts and crafts vendors, live music 

with the Dave Crimmen Band and DJ Vince Pistello playing tunes in the park. 
• The Pinole Senior Center will offer breakfast that morning, and many Old Town 

eateries will be open during the show. 
• Admission to the car show is free, and proceeds benefit local charities.  

 
For show or registration information call Cathie Louden at 510-233-0721 or e-mail 
nomadjon@pacbell.net. Registration forms can be downloaded at 
www.northerncaliforniacruisers.com. 
 

• RAILROAD SAFETY BEING DISCUSSED 
 
The City has been having meetings off and on with representatives from the East Bay 
Regional Parks District (EBRPD) and the Railroad Police Department regarding railway and 

http://www.ebmud.com/node/868
http://www.northerncaliforniacruisers.com/
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park issues at Point Wilson and Pinole Shores Park.  Staff recently met with the EBRPD 
police to discuss the recent incident where we lost one of our citizens.   
 
The City does not have any jurisdiction on either of these sites; however we have been very 
interested in facilitating and bringing all the parties together to discuss solutions.  The City 
recently placed some new signs warning the public about parking in the Pinole Shores area.   
 

    
 
Supervisor Gayle Ulikema is also interested in railway safety and will be working towards 
hosting a meeting on this subject in the near future. 
 

• COUNTY PROPOSED PROJECT AT 970 APPIAN DELAYED 
 
At the request of the applicant, the County Planning Commission has delayed hearing the 
application for the residential project located at 970 Appian Way.  Due to an illness of the 
applicant, the case is being delayed until January 2011. 
 

• ANNUAL PINOLE RELAY FOR LIFE KICKOFF  
 

Planning has already started for the annual Relay for Life benefit for the American Cancer 
Society. Upcoming promotions for the relay will include the annual Paint the Town Purple day 
in Old Town. The actual 24-hour relay is set for August 14-15 at Fernandez Park. For details 
call Julie Oshiro at 510-541-8036 or e-mail pinolerfl@gmail.com. 

 
• EASTBAY WORKS ONE STOP CAREER CENTER OFFERING WORKSHOPS 
 

The June monthly activities calendar is attached for the East Bay Works One Stop Career 
Center.  There are a number of workshops and recruitments being offered.  The Center is 
located at 2300 El Portal Drive in San Pablo and is open M – F 8:30 to 5pm. 
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• LAFCO FIRE WORKSHOP 
 

Vice Mayor Roy Swearingen, Council member Tim Banuelos, Interim Fire Chief Jim Parrott, 
Assistant to the City Manager Michelle Fitzer, and I all attended the second LAFCO fire 
workshop on Friday, May 21st.  There was good dialogue about sustainability and other 
issues involving delivery of fire services.  One important issue identified is a need to educate 
ourselves and the public on what “fire service” actually means today.   
 
The days of the Fire Department employees waiting for a structure fire are long gone.  Today 
the majority of calls for service are medical – in our case an average of around 68%.  As we 
know, our engines now run with at least one Paramedic every shift.  That is an increased 
service level from basic life support to advanced life support.  Our Paramedics assist the 
ambulance service Paramedics to ensure immediate, quality care. 
 
In an effort to increase awareness, IAFF Local 1230 has decided to develop an education 
program.  They have advised that they will be bringing the presentation to all of the cities that 
they represent in the County.  Of course, we would like to work with our labor representatives 
to prepare a presentation reflecting not only general fire services, but specifically discussing 
what our department does – things like the CERT training program, smoke detector program, 
child safety seat program, etc.  We do not yet have a date set to receive this presentation. 
 
LAFCO members recognized the efforts of the West County Technical Advisory Committee 
and encouraged us to continue meeting.  We are currently on a hiatus while Pinole studies 
our long-term service delivery options.  Our plan is to continue to work with our Battalion 7 
partners and neighboring jurisdictions to determine long-term solutions that will continue to 
ensure quality service to all of West Contra Costa County.   
 
As we have more information and we develop a recommendation for our long-term plan we 
will be bringing it forward to the Council and community.  This is especially important given 
the City’s financial portfolio.  Citizens should be looking for some discussion by the City 
Council at upcoming Budget workshops. 
 

• HERITAGE PARK COTTAGES UPDATE 
 

Construction – Pier holes were completed two weeks ago.  Steel cages were installed and 
concrete was poured in the holes last week.  Forming of grade beams and pouring of grade 
beams occurred early this week.  Concrete garage slabs are scheduled to be poured today.  
Most of the underground work is complete.  The public will begin to see more on-site work in 
the coming weeks, as framing is to commence.   
 
Off-site electrical and gas plans are being coordinated with PG&E.  Because the process with 
PG&E is a lengthy one, the project was intentionally put out to bid last year excluding the 
work, which provided a 5-month jump on construction.  At this time, PG&E is almost complete 
with their approval/review process, and a Request for Proposal is being submitted to the 
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contractor for utility trenching and associated electrical work.  If the Proposal exceeds 
$20,000, a Change Order will be presented to the Agency Board for consideration. 

 
Sales Prices – Staff needs a critical piece of information from the State before the prices for 
the very low income and low income homes can be determined:  the 2010 income ranges for 
Contra Costa County.  These numbers are typically published by this time of year, so last 
week staff called the State Department of Housing and Community Development to inquire 
as to the estimated publication date.  Although no response has been received as of this 
writing, it is anticipated that the numbers will be published within the next month.  Upon 
receipt of the numbers from the State, the price analysis for the moderately-priced home will 
be updated, and the price will be set accordingly. 

 
• GENERAL PLAN UPDATE  

Below are links to the status reports for the General Plan Update and Housing Element 
Update work under preparation. The General Plan is the City’s blueprint for guiding future 
development within the City and surrounding area.  The City is concurrently preparing a 
Specific Plan to provided more detailed policy guidance for development along portions of 
San Pablo Avenue, Pinole Valley Road and Appian Way. In addition, the City is updating the 
current Zoning Code to reflect changes in State Law, provide consistency with the General 
Plan and Specific Plan, and communicate City expectations about future development within 
the City in a clear and comprehensive manner. Action on the General Plan Update work is 
scheduled  for October of this year after required environmental review is completed. Further 
information about the status of this effort is available by following the link below. Interested 
individuals may also contact Planning Manager Winston Rhodes by phone at (510) 724-9832 
or via email at wrhodes@ci.pinole.ca.us . 

http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/admin/docs/cc-rda/2010/2010-06-01/07I.pdf 
 

• DRAFT HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE 

The Hearing Draft Housing Element is scheduled for consideration by the Planning 
Commission on June 14 and City Council action on July 6. Both meetings will take place at 
7:00pm in the City Council Chamber at 2131 Pear Street. The Housing Element is a 
mandatory section of the General Plan that is updated approximately every five years. The 
current Housing Element planning period extends through 2014. The draft document includes 
updated housing needs assessment information and includes goals, policies, and 
implementation actions to address these needs over time. Below is a link to further 
information.  Interested individuals may also contact Redevelopment Analyst Leslie Carbahal 
by phone at (510) 724-9831 or via email at lcarbahal@ci.pinole.ca.us or Planning Manager 
Winston Rhodes by phone or via email for additional information about this effort. 

http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/admin/docs/cc-rda/2010/2010-06-01/07D.pdf 
 

-END- 

mailto:wrhodes@ci.pinole.ca.us
http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/admin/docs/cc-rda/2010/2010-06-01/07I.pdf
mailto:lcarbahal@ci.pinole.ca.us
http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/admin/docs/cc-rda/2010/2010-06-01/07D.pdf


For youth ages 5—12 

Pinole Police Officers will be there to teach kids how to safely ride 
their bikes.  Youth ride through various skills stations that teach them 

the rules of the road and how to be aware of their surroundings.   

Hosted by the Pinole Youth Foundation  
And Pinole Police Dept. 

 

Bring your bicycle!  
HELMET REQUIRED 
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